5th April 2016

Council

SHAFTESBURY TOWN COUNCIL

Full Council
Minutes of an extraordinary meeting of the Council held in the Council Chamber, High
Street, Shaftesbury Dorset SP7 8LY on Tuesday 5th April 2016, commencing at 7.00pm.
Members Present:
Councillor R Tippins (Chair)
Councillor Austin
Councillor Hall
Councillor Lewer
Councillor K Tippins

Councillor Proctor (Vice-Chair)
Councillor Francis
Councillor Jackson
Councillor Taylor

Officers Present:
Stephen Holley, Town Clerk
Claire Commons, Committee Services Officer
Three members of the public
MINUTES
Public Participation
Members of the public were invited to make representations to the Council on any matters
relating to the work of the Council or to raise any issues of concern. The following matters
were raised;







Shooters Lane. Concern was raised about the overgrowth of sycamore saplings.
Concern also to the condition of the retaining wall.
Community Grants. Clarification was sought as to the value of grant funds
available.
Constitution. Clarification was sought as to which documents would remain in
place of the Constitution.
Brionne Gardens. It was requested that the Council consult with the public before
putting forward a motion to Council. Councillor Proctor responded that he had
consulted with the Twinning Association, whose members had been unanimous in
their support for the motion.
Fitness Training. Questions were raised in respect of the fitness sessions
proposed for Park Walk.
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FC159

Apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Brown and Perkins due to
work commitments and Councillor Todd due to ill health.

FC160

Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
No declarations of interest or request for dispensation had been received. All
members were invited to declare any interests throughout the meeting if the need
arose.

FC161

Minutes
Following lively debate, it was agreed to defer approval of the minutes of the
meeting of the 15th March 2016. Councillor K Tippins was requested to provide her
list of suggested amendments, raised at the meeting. However it was AGREED
that the minutes be amended to include the exact value of the monies remaining
for work at Jubilee Steps. (£6,890)

FC162

Payments
Report 0416EFC04 was received. Following lively debate it was RESOLVED to
approve the payments totalling £48,567.50 from the Town Council’s Current
Account as detailed in Appendix A of these minutes and that the Internal
Auditor’s advice be sought on the process of electronic payments. It was also
agreed to refer the issue of signatories checking salaries payments to the Internal
Auditor.

FC163

Predicted End of Year Out-turn and Transfers to the Reserves
Report 0416EFC05 was received. It was RESOLVED to transfer remaining funds
at the year-end into General Reserves.

FC164

Budget-Setting
Officer report 0416EFC06 was received. Following lively debate it was
RESOLVED to adopt the budget for 2016/17, subject to members being provided
with a detailed breakdown of the salaries budget.

FC165

Internal Auditor Report – Visit 3
Officer report 0416EFC07 was received and it was RESOLVED to adopt the
findings therein.

FC166

Service Level Agreement - Verges
Officer report 0416EFC08 was received and it was RESOLVED to enter into a
two-year agreement with Dorset County Council for the cutting of certain highway
verges.

FC167

Swimming Pool – Project Plan
Officer report 0416EFC09 was received and it was RESOLVED;
1. That the draft Project Plan for the Pool be adopted subject to the deletion of
“the Chairman of the Recreation, Open Spaces and Environment Committee”
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at 4.1.2 and its replacement by “interested members”, with the pool to be run
as a Company limited by guarantee (wholly owned by the Council) registered
with the Charities Commission as a charity. The articles of association would
state that the board of directors would not be remunerated
2. That Councillor Piers Brown and Lester Taylor serve on the Project Team to
deliver the Project Plan and, along with the Town Clerk, also serve as directors
of the Company to be set up to run the Swimming Pool.
Officers were urged to set up a bank account at the earliest opportunity.
FC168

Lighting – Gold Hill and St James’ Street
Officer report 0416EFC15 was received. Following a full and frank exchange of
views it was Proposed and Seconded that all bulkhead lights be replaced with the
new bulkheads and lanterns replaced where no existing bulkhead was placed.
With four votes in favour and five votes against, the motion fell. It was Proposed
and Seconded to DEFER the item to allow further negation to take place, with five
votes in favour, three against and one abstention, the motion was carried.

8:50 at this point of the meeting Councillor Proctor left.
FC169

Swimming Pool – RLSS Approved Training Centre
Officer report 0416EFC10 was received and the update on the application for the
Council to become a RLSS Approved Training Centre was noted. It was
RESOLVED that the Council adopts the policies required to meet the criteria for
the Pool to become a RLSS Approved Training Centre. (Financial Implication
£788 – Swimming Pool budget)

FC170

Constitution
Officer report 0416EFC11 was received and it was RESOLVED to withdraw the
Town Council’s constitution, to be replaced with each of its constituent Policies,
Procedures and Protocols. The Council would review each of these in due course.

FC171

Railings
Officer report 0416EFC12 was received and it was RESOLVED to delegate to the
Town Clerk to appoint a contractor to restore the railings and gates at Castle Hill
and Queen Mothers Garden, using the circulated specification to a maximum sum
of £6,500. (Financial Implication £6,500 – Railings Project for 2016/17)

FC172

Requests for Licence to Use the Council’s Land
Officer report 0416EFC13 was received and it was RESOLVED to issue a licence
to South Street Kitchen for use of the Town Hall forecourt once per week at £20
per time
Members declined permission to Fitness Training on Park Walk but suggested it
could relocate to Barton Hill, on the terms outlined in the report.
It was agreed to prepare an update to the Protocol for the Use of Council Land to
include use by Fitness Trainers and Personal Trainers for subsequent
consideration of approval by the General Management Committee,
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FC173

Notices of Motion
Notice of Motion 00012 was received and it was RESOLVED that up to £1,000 be
released to pay for the professional painting of the old metal play equipment in
Ash Close, to include the swings, barriers and metal climbing frame. (Financial
Implication £1,000 Playground Repairs and Maintenance)
Notice of Motion 00013 was deferred due to Councillor Proctor having left the
meeting.

FC174

Officer Report
Officer report 0416EFC16 was received and noted. The Clerk provided an oral
report on correspondence subsequently received. Of particular note was the good
news that North Dorset District Council had approved the release of £17,500 for
the provision of a Multi Active Wall at Barton Hill.
A vote of thanks was extended to Councillor R Tippins for his leadership through
the year.

FC175

Next Meeting of Council
It was confirmed that 17th May 2016 was the date of the Annual Meeting of the
Council and the evening would be set aside for Election of Chairman and Mayor
and Vice-Chairman and Deputy Mayor of the Council for the municipal year
2016/17.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15pm

Signed
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